
Core Competencies
Part 1 - The Word of God

Core Competencies

Beliefs, practices, and skills central to living out our faith in 
the real world

Beliefs, practices, and skills we can leverage to our practical 
advantage in a wide variety of contexts and situations

A 5-Finger Grip on the Word

Reading

Memorizing
Studying

Meditating

Applying

1

2

3



Value

The Bible is God-breathed communication from God to 
humanity

a holy book

an inerrant book

an authoritative book

Value

The Bible is relevant and transforming
gives new birth — 1 Peter 1:23

produces faith — Romans 10:17

stimulates spiritual growth — 1 Peter 2:2

makes possible holy living — John 17:17

gives victory over sin — Psalm 119:11

delivers help and comfort in times of trouble — Psalm 119:50

provides guidance for life’s decisions — Psalm 119:105

facilitates blessed outcomes — Psalm 1:1-3

adds substance to our witness — Luke 21:13

connects us to the wonder of God’s plan and will for us — Psalm 119:18

Developing competence

Utilize a plan for reading — what does the text say?

a planned time

a planned method
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Developing competence

Utilize a plan for hearing — what is God saying to me?

Underlining and highlighting

A notebook

Developing competence

Utilize a plan for applying — how can I put this into practice?

A Notebook

Three categories: “Then, Always, Now”

Developing competence

Utilize a plan for sharing — how can I let this bubble over?

Four Levels of Knowledge:

Ignorance (no knowledge of the truth)

Surface (sketchily aware or familiar, but imprecise, unable to explain, explanation likely to contain error

Understanding (able to explain)

Ownership (application and sharing)

sometimes formally, sometimes informally

non-threatening, not as a “prophet” but with the testimony of an “adventurer” or “discover”
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Developing competence
Utilize a plan for reading — what does the text say?

Utilize a plan for hearing — what is God saying to me?

Utilize a plan for applying — how can I put this into practice?

Utilize a plan for sharing — how can I let this bubble over?

Developing competence
Utilize a plan for reading — what does the text say?

Utilize a plan for hearing — what is God saying to me?

Utilize a plan for applying — how can I put this into practice?

Utilize a plan for sharing — how can I let this bubble over?

Begin using all 5 Fingers

Developing competence

Utilize a plan for reading — what does the text say?

Utilize a plan for hearing — what is God saying to me?

Utilize a plan for applying — how can I put this into practice?

Utilize a plan for sharing — how can I let this bubble over?

Begin using all 5 Fingers — memorizing, studying, meditating

Grow in understanding the nature of the Bible
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A 5-Finger Grip on the Word

Reading

Memorizing
Studying

Meditating

Applying

BONUS SLIDE
The Bible is relevant and transforming

gives new birth — 1 Peter 1:23 “Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God...”

produces faith — Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

stimulates spiritual growth — 1 Peter 2:2 “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you grow up into salvation...”

makes possible holy living — John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”

gives victory over sin — Psalm 119:11 “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”

delivers help and comfort in times of trouble — Psalm 119:50 “This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life.”

provides guidance for life’s decisions — Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

facilitates blessed outcomes — Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

adds substance to our witness — Luke 21:15 “...for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict...”

connects us to the wonder of God’s plan and will for us — Psalm 119:18 “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
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