Core Competencies

Which Kind of Person Are You?




Relationships

God made us, God designed us for relationships
with other people...

® help us to know our place in the world

® provide us with contexts and boundaries for implementing

the other core competencies

e help us measure where we are in relation fo God's

expectations

Measuring Where We Are...

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not
forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father

forgive your trespasses.”

Matthew 6:14-15

Measuring Where We Are...

...using three very high standards:
eregardless-love
e the grace and generosity of our heavenly Father

o the perfect love of our heavenly Father




Categories of Relationships

o family

® church

® neighbor

® friend

® stranger

® enemy

® quthority

® divine appointment

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

1. Make generous use of affirming language - 4:1

“Therefore, my brothers, whom | love and long for, my joy
and ecrown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.”

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Pracfices” - Philippians 4:1-9

2. Embrace the interests of others as if they were your
own-4:2

“| entreat Evodia and | entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.”

¢ Understanding the mind of another
e Blending your perspective with theirs
o Validating another’s line of reasoning

e Embracing another’s interests as your own




Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

3. Stay Focused on the Majors - 4:3

“Yes, | entreat you also true companion, help these women, who
have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with
Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names
are in the book of life."

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

4. Rejoice in the Lord always - 4:4

“Rejoice im the Lord always, again, | will say, Rejoice.”

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Pracfices” - Philippians 4:1-9

5. Make the impact of the Lord’s presence obvious - 4:5

“Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.

The Lord is at hand.”




Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

6. Bathe everything in prayer - 4:6-7

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

o remembering the presence of the Lord and His
interests in the conduct of our relationships

o letting His presence and interests moderate or
control our interaction

o relying on prayer as a fundamental tool for growing
and effecting change in our relationships

Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Pracfices” - Philippians 4:1-9

7. Direct your thinking to good -4:8

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”




Stewardship of Relationship

“Best Practices” - Philippians 4:1-9

8. Put the apostolic model into practice - 49

“What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be

with you.”

Applications...

1.Make generous use of
affirming language

2. Embrace the inferests of others
as if they were your own

3. Stay focused on the majors
4. Rejoice in the Lord always

5. Make the impact of the Lord's
presence obvious

6. Bathe everything in prayer
7.. Direct your thinking to the good

8. Put the apostolic model into
practice

Do other people walk away from the interactions
with you encouraged or feeling drained?

Do you feel called to affirm others? Or do you
feel most comfortable calling out their
weaknesses and seeking to correct them?
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. Put the apostolic model into
practice

Do all of your conversations end with you
speaking the last word?

When someone shares a life experience with
you, do you ask questions that show interest? Or
do you just move on with a story of your own?

When someone inquires about the well-being of
your family, do you just tell them and walk
away? Or do you reciprocate with sincere
questions about the well-being of their family,
job, or life situation?




Applications...

1. Make generous use of affirming
language

2. Embrace the interests of others
as if they were your own

3. Stay focused on the
majors
4. Rejoice in the Lord always

5. Make the impact of the Lord's
presence obvious

6. Bathe everything in prayer
7 . Direct your thinking to the good
8. Put the apostolic model into

Do you require everyone fo agree with you on
everything, no matter how small, for them to
remain comfortable around you?

Do you listen respectfully for areas of
agreement, or for openings to reinforce your
perspectives and thinking?

Applications...

1. Make generous use of affirming
language

2. Embrace the inferests of others
as if they were your own

3. Stay focused on the majors

4. Rejoice in the Lord always

5. Make the impact of the
Lord's presence obvious

6. Bathe everything in prayer
7.. Direct your thinking to the good

8. Put the apostolic model into
practice

Does the Lord's presence make any difference at
all in the way you interact with others?

Do you take info account the Lord’s love for
others as you interact with them?

Or is your sentiment toward them all that
matters?

Applications...

1. Make generous use of affirming
language

2. Embrace the inferests of others
as if they were your own

3. Stay focused on the majors
4. Rejoice in the Lord always

5. Make the impact of the Lord's
presence obvious

6. Bathe everything in
prayer

7 . Direct your thinking to the good

8. Put the apostolic model into

Do you spend a significant portion of your
prayer time interceding for others?

Or are your prayers only about your needs?




Applications...
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language
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3. Stay focused on the majors conversations?
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& Witk the impatt of e Lord's Or do you fill your conversations with off-color
presence obvious remarks and innuendo?

6. Bathe everything in prayer

7. Direct your thinking to
the good

8. Put the apostolic model into

Applications...

1. Make generous use of affirming
language

2. Embrace the inferests of others
as if they were your own

3. Stay focused on the majors Which standards are you following to develop
4. Rejoice in the Lord always your competence in your stewardship of the
5. Make the impact of the Lord's relationships entrusted to you?

presence obvious
6. Bathe everything in prayer
7. Direct your thinking fo the good

8. Put the apostolic model
into practice

BONUS SLIDES

——{ The Bible is relevant and transforming

—1 gives new birth — 1 Peter 1:23 “Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God...”
—{ produces faith — Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

—{ stimulates spiritual growth — 1 Peter 2:2 “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you grow up into salvation...”

—1 makes possible holy living — John 17:17 “Sanciify them in the truth; your word is truth.”

—1 gives victory over sin —Psalm 119:11 “I have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin against you.”

—{ delivers help and comfort in times of trouble — Psalm 119:50 “This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life.”

— provides guidance for life’s decisions — Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

— facilitates blessed outcomes — Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat o
scoffers; but his delight s in the law of the Lord, and on his low he meditates day and night. He is like o tree planted by sireams of water that yields frut i its season, o
its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

—1 adds substance to our witness — Luke 21:15 “...for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.

—{ connects us to the wonder of God’s plan and will for us — Psalm 119:18 “Open my eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of your law.”




Stewardship of Treasures

Assumptions
1.The other core competencies form the foundation of this one

2.Ultimately, God is the owner of all our treasures (Psalm
24:1-2)

3.Ultimately, a person’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions (Luke 12:15)

4. Whatever we have we have received from God (John 3:27)
5.God does not need any of the treasures He has entrusted to us
(Psalm 50:7-15)

Stewardship of Treasures

Applications - How to develop the core competency
of stewardship of treasures

1.Embrace the seven assumptions (and the rest of the Bible's teaching on stewardship) in
your heart, on a heart-deep level

2.Embrace the importance of stewarding “small” treasures

3.Apply the seven assumptions across four activities of stewardship: supplyingi, sharing,
saving, and spending (debt reduction, meeting needs and obligations, other legitimate,
biblical priorities, and desires)

4 Apply the seven assumptions to what you keep (not just o income, but also to
investments and other items of value)

5.Place equal priority (at a minimum) on sharing/giving
6.Communicate with God about your stewardship
7.Be intentional (make a plan, a budget, and work it)

A 5-Finger Grip on the Word

Studyi
Memorizing ikl Meditating

Applying
Reading




Living separate FROM sin
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Guard your heart

Be intentional and holding nothing back

Control your mind-gate

Choose your friends carefully

Plan communication strategies and escape routes
Choose your heroes carefully

Practice self-denial

Play it safe

Live beyond the prohibifions

Listening fo the Holy Spirit

John 16:8 — "And when he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will

convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment”
——1{  through the written Word

——1{  through prayer

—1{ through a wellformed conscience

iily

through interaction and accountability with others

Philippians 2:12-13

"Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,
s0 now, not only as in my presence but much more
in my absence, work out your own

salvation with fear and trembling."

“For it is God who works in you hoth to

will and to do of His good pleasure.”




